
 

 

Date: 20260505 

Docket: T-982-20 

Ottawa, Ontario, May 5, 2025 

PRESENT: The Honourable Mr. Justice Southcott 

BETWEEN: 

TODD SWEET 

Plaintiff 

And 

HIS MAJESTY THE KING 

Defendant 

ORDER 

UPON MOTION made by the Plaintiff for an order approving the settlement of this 

action, heard the 31st day of March 2026 at Vancouver, British Columbia and virtually;  

WHEREAS by way of Order made on August 25, 2022. this action was certified as a 

class proceeding, approving Todd Sweet as the representative Plaintiff and appointing Rice 

Parsons Leoni & Elliott LLP (formerly Rice Harbutt Elliott LLP) as Class Counsel; 

AND WHEREAS the Plaintiff and Defendant have entered into a Final Settlement 

Agreement (“FSA”) dated March 23, 2026, in respect of the Plaintiff’s claims against the 

Defendant;  
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AND WHEREAS by way of Order dated November 7, 2025, this Court: (i) on consent 

for the purposes of settlement, amended the Class Definition to include the “Excluded Persons”; 

(ii) appointed KPMG Inc. as Claims Administrator; (iii) approved the form of notice and a plan 

for distribution of the notice of the approval hearing (the “Notice of Approval Hearing”); and 

(iv) permitted a further right to opt out during the notice period, or thereafter only with leave of 

the Court;  

UPON READING the motion record and written representations of the Plaintiff;  

AND UPON hearing the oral submissions of the Plaintiff, the Defendant, and some Class 

Members who objected to the Court’s approval of the FSA;  

AND UPON being advised of the Defendant’s consent to the form of this Order;  

AND WITHOUT ADMISSION OF LIABILITY on the part of the Defendant;  

AND UPON concluding, for the reasons set out in separate Reasons for Order of even 

date herewith, that the Court should approve the FSA, the proposed notice of settlement, and the 

honoraria proposed to be paid to representative plaintiffs; 

THIS COURT ORDERS THAT:  

A. Definitions 

1. For the purposes of this Order the following definitions shall apply: 

a. “Action” or “Class Action” means the herein action, Todd Sweet et al v. The 

Attorney General of Canada bearing court file number T-982-20; 
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b. “Approval Order” means this Order; 

c. “Class Counsel” means the law firm of Rice Parsons Leoni & Elliott LLP, 

formerly known as Rice Harbut Elliot LLP; 

d. “Class Members” means all living persons whose personal and/or financial 

information in their Government of Canada Online Account was disclosed to a 

third party without authorization between March 1, 2020, and December 31, 

2020, not including the Opt-Outs, but including the Excluded Persons; 

e. “Effective Date” means the date the Court grants the Approval Order, and the 

time taken to appeal the Approval Order has expired without any appeal being 

taken, or if an appeal is taken, all appeals and any time period for a further appeal 

has concluded; 

f. “FSA” or “Settlement” means the Final Settlement Agreement dated March 23, 

2026, attached as Appendix “A” to this Order; 

g. “Objectors” means Class Members who filed an objection to the Settlement 

before March 31, 2026, in accordance with the procedure set out in the FSA; 

h. “Objector Opt-Out Period” means the period commencing on the date of this 

Order and ending 20 days thereafter, during which Objectors are provided a 

further opportunity to opt out of this action; 

i. “Opt-Out” or “Opt-Outs” means a person or persons who opted out of the Class 

Action or are deemed to have opted out of the Class Action and includes Class 
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Members who properly opted out of the Class Action after receipt of the Notice of 

Approval Hearing, and those Objectors who have opted out of the Class Action 

within the prescribed period of this Order; 

j. “Released Parties” means the Defendant His Majesty the King in Right of 

Canada, the Attorney General of Canada and their respective representatives, 

employees, agents, servants, predecessors, successors, executors, administrators, 

heirs and assigns; 

k. “Releasors” means, jointly, jointly and severally, individually and collectively, 

the Class Members and their respective executors, administrators, and heirs but 

not including Opt-Outs and not including the individuals who are Plaintiffs in any 

other proceeding against the Defendant in respect of the same subject matter 

which has not been discontinued within the meaning of rule 334.21(2) of the 

Federal Courts Rules; 

2. All applicable parties have adhered to and acted in accordance with the Order of this 

Court dated November 7, 2025, relating to the provision of the Notice of Approval 

Hearing (the “2025 Notice Order”), and the procedures provided in the Notice Order 

have constituted good and sufficient notice of the hearing of this motion. 

B. SETTLEMENT APPROVAL 

3. The settlement of this action on the terms set out in the FSA, including the Recitals 

and Schedules, as attached as Appendix “A” to this Order and as expressly 
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incorporated by reference into this Order, is fair, reasonable, and in the best interests 

of Class Members, and is approved. 

4. The Settlement and this Order are binding on the Parties and on every Class Member, 

including persons under a disability, unless they have optedout or are deemed to have 

opted out and are binding whether or not such Class Member claims or receives 

compensation. 

5. The FSA shall be implemented in accordance with this Order and any further order of 

this Court. 

C. DISMISSAL AND RELEASE 

6. The Action, and the claims of the Class Members and the Class as a whole, are 

discontinued against the Defendant, without costs and with prejudice and such 

discontinuance shall be a defence and absolute bar to any subsequent action against 

the Defendant in respect of any claims or aspect of any claims made in the Class 

Action and relating to the subject matter hereof and all such claims are released 

against the Released Parties in accordance with Section 5.1 of the FSA. 

7. This Order, including the releases referred to in paragraph 6 above, and in Section 5.1 

of the FSA are binding on all Class Members, including those persons who are under 

a disability. 
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D. NOTICE OF SETTLEMENT APPROVAL 

8. The notice provisions provided for in Section 2.4(e) of the FSA satisfy the 

requirements of Rule 334.34 of the Federal Courts Rules and this Court, and is the 

best notice practicable. 

9. Notice of Settlement shall be given in the form attached as Appendix “B” (English) 

and Appendix “C” (French) to this Order. 

E. OBJECTOR OPT-OUT PERIOD AND NOTICE 

10. Objectors shall be provided a further opportunity to opt out of the Settlement by 

providing Class Counsel written notice of their intention to opt out, by email, before 

the expiry of the Objector Opt-Out Period after which time no further opt-outs shall 

be considered. Email transmissions will be deemed to be received based on time 

stamp. 

11. On the date of this Order, Class Counsel shall provide the Objectors written notice of 

their further right to opt out and of the Objector Opt-Out Period, by email, to the 

email addresses the Objectors used when filing their objections with the Claims 

Administrator. Such notice shall be in the form attached as Appendix “D” (English) 

and Appendix “E” (French) to this Order. 

12. Within 7 days of the conclusion of the Objector Opt-Out Period, Class Counsel shall 

provide the Claims Administrator and the Defendant with copies of all opt-outs 

received from Objectors. 
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F. CLASS COUNSEL FEES AND DISBURSEMENTS 

13. The legal fees, disbursements and applicable taxes owing to Class Counsel shall be 

determined by further order of this Court. 

14. No fee may be charged to Class Members in relation to claims under the FSA without 

prior approval of this Court. 

G. HONORARIA 

15. Todd Sweet shall be paid $5000, and Anne Campeau and Tanis Seminoff shall each 

be paid $1500 in accordance with Section 8 of the FSA. 

H. CONTINUING JURISDICTION AND REPORTING 

16. The Settlement shall be implemented in accordance with this Order and such further 

and ancillary orders from time to time as are necessary to implement and enforce the 

provisions of the FSA and this Order.  

17. This Court, without in any way affecting the finality of this Order, shall have 

exclusive and continuing jurisdiction over this Action, the Plaintiff, all of the Class 

Members, and the Defendant for the limited purposes of implementing the FSA and 

enforcing and administering the FSA and this Order.  
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18. Class Counsel and the Attorney General of Canada shall jointly report back to the 

Court on the administration of the FSA not later than 60 days after the settlement 

funds have been fully distributed.  

blank 

"Richard F. Southcott"  

blank Judge  
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